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GOVERNMENT MEETINGS WEEK 
OF July 6th

July 7
5:15 pm: Finance, Budget and Personnel 
Committee
5:30 pm: Common Council - Special 
Meeting
6:15 pm: Board of Public Works

Story partnership with Peggy Sue 
Behselich from Hub City Times and 
David Murchland from Marshfield 
Now!

MARSHFIELD — One of Marshfield’s 
most anticipated summer events will 
return to the Central Wisconsin State 
Fairgrounds on Friday, July 10, as 
organizers prepare for the 12th annual 
Marshfield Parish Pull.

The event, which began 13 years ago 
and took a one-year pause during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has grown into 
a major community fundraiser and 
truck and tractor pulling competition 
that attracts participants from across 
Wisconsin and neighboring states.

Organized through the Marshfield 
Catholic parishes and supported by 
hundreds of volunteers, the Parish Pull 
combines motorsports entertainment 
with charitable giving. According to 
event organizer Dan McGiveron, the 
event has donated more than $300,000 
to local organizations and community 
projects since its inception.

“We wanted to create something 
that would bring people together 
while giving back to the community,” 

McGiveron said during a recent 
appearance on Hub City Times 
Presents.

Past recipients have included 
organizations such as Cat’s Cradle, 
Companion Day Services, House of 
Mercy, Mary’s Place, Honor Flight, 
Opportunities Development Centers 
and local food pantries. Annual 
donations typically range from $5,000 
to $10,000 per organization, with 

approximately $30,000 
distributed to community 
causes last year alone.

The pull features modified 
trucks, tractors, semis, 
mini rods and garden 
tractors competing 
to see who can pull a 
weighted sled the farthest. 
Competitors travel from 
throughout Wisconsin as 
well as Minnesota, Iowa 

and Illinois to participate. Organizers 
expect between 100 and 130 pulls 
during the evening event.

Competition begins at 7 p.m., although 
food service opens at 5 p.m. to 
accommodate attendees arriving early 
for dinner and seating. Admission is 
$10 for adults, with reduced pricing for 
youth. Spectators may also purchase pit 
access to view the vehicles up close.

McGiveron credits the event’s success 
to its volunteers and sponsors. 
Approximately 300 volunteers help 
operate ticket booths, concessions, 
merchandise sales, track operations and 
other event functions.

“If it wasn’t for the volunteers and the 
sponsors, we would not have the event 

that we have today,” McGiveron said.

In addition to supporting local 
charities, proceeds from the Parish Pull 
have helped fund improvements at the 
Central Wisconsin State Fairgrounds. 
Organizers estimate they have 
contributed nearly $100,000 toward 
facility upgrades, including drainage 
projects, lighting improvements, 
accessibility enhancements and 
infrastructure repairs.

Those interested in volunteering or 
sponsoring the event can contact 
organizers through the Marshfield 
Parish Pull Facebook page. Volunteers 
are welcome regardless of church 
affiliation, McGiveron said.

The 2026 Parish Pull will take 
place Friday, July 10, at the Central 
Wisconsin State Fairgrounds in 
Marshfield, continuing a tradition that 
has become both a summer attraction 
and a significant source of support for 
community organizations throughout 
the area.

Parish Pull Returns July 10, Continues Tradition of Community Giving



Free E-Cycling Day in 
Marshfield – July 22

(Marshfield, WI) – Prevail Bank invites 
the community to safely dispose of 
their obsolete electronics during its 
Free Community E-Cycling Day on 
Wednesday, July 22, from 11 AM to 1 
PM at its Marshfield branch (810 N. 
Central Ave).

Bring your personal household 
electronics to be disposed of by First 
Choice, a non-landfill company, that 
is R2v3 and NAID, AAA certified. All 
data will be destroyed by First Choice at 
its secure facility.

Items accepted at no charge include: 
CRT TV/monitors, LCD TV/monitors, 
printers, laptops, desktops, phones, 
tablets, keyboards, speakers, hard 
drives, VCR/DVD players, cameras, 
radios, docking stations, cords, and 
cables.

Not accepted are: bulbs, batteries, 
appliances, freon appliances, air 
conditioners, dehumidifiers, hazardous 
waste, scrap metal, and electronics from 
businesses.

Other E-Cycling events held at Prevail 
Bank locations are scheduled for: July 
21 in Medford ,July 22 in Marshfield , 
July 23 in Stevens Point ,September 2 in 
Baraboo — all from 11 AM to 1 PM.

Prevail Bank is a community bank that 
is continuously looking for ways to give 
back, support those pursuing dreams, 
and make things better in central 
Wisconsin.

Griese Park Playground 
Construction Continues

Construction is continuing on the new 
all-inclusive playground at Griese Park. 
For everyone’s safety, please stay out of 
the construction area while equipment 
is being installed and secured. 

Thank you for your patience as this 
exciting project comes together. The 
playground is expected to open on 
August 18.

Wood County Property Tax Collection 
at City Hall

**Official Information from the City of 
Marshfield**

For the convenience of Wood County 
property owners, a representative from 
the Wood County Treasurer’s Office 
will be available at Marshfield City Hall 
on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to collect second 
installment property tax payments.

This in-person collection service is 
available for one day only and applies to 
Wood County properties only. Mara-
thon County property owners should 
contact the Marathon County Treasur-
er’s Office regarding payment options.

Residents may also mail payments to 
the Wood County Treasurer’s Office 
in Wisconsin Rapids or use available 
online payment services.

Second installment property tax pay-
ments are due by July 31, 2026, to avoid 
penalties and interest.

E-Bike Safety & Wisconsin Law 
Reminder: Know the Difference 
Before You Ride

**Official Information from the City of 
Marshfield**

Electric bikes are becoming more 
common in Marshfield, but not 
every electric-powered two-wheeled 
vehicle is legally classified as an e-bike 
in Wisconsin. State law recognizes 
three classes of e-bikes, each with 
specific speed limits and operating 
requirements.

Electric dirt bikes and other off-
highway vehicles are subject to different 
laws and generally are not permitted on 
public streets, sidewalks, trails, or parks. 
Before you ride, take a moment to 
understand the differences, follow the 



rules of the road, wear a helmet, yield to 
pedestrians, and ride responsibly.

Knowing the law helps keep everyone 
safe while enjoying Marshfield’s streets 
and trails

Columbus Catholic Graduate 
Begins Journey at U.S. Naval 
Academy

By David Murchland - Marshfield Now!

MARSHFIELD, Wis. — Columbus 
Catholic High School graduate Davis 
Vinnedge of Spencer has officially 
begun one of the nation’s most 
demanding leadership programs 
after entering the United States Naval 
Academy as a member of the Class of 

2030.

Vinnedge was inducted into the 
academy on June 25 during Induction 
Day in Annapolis, Maryland, where 
he joined approximately 1,200 
incoming midshipmen selected from 
across the country. His arrival marks 
the beginning of Plebe Summer, 
an intensive six-week introduction 
to military life designed to prepare 

first-year students for the academic, 
physical, and leadership challenges 
ahead.

Plebe Summer is a rigorous training 
period that immerses new midshipmen 
in the traditions and expectations of the 
Naval Academy. During the program, 
plebes have no access to television, 
movies, the internet, or music, and 
their cell phone use is strictly limited, 
allowing them to focus entirely 
on military training and personal 
development.

Throughout the summer, Vinnedge and 
his classmates will develop essential 
military skills, including seamanship, 
navigation, damage control, sailing, 
and operating yard patrol craft. They 
will also receive instruction in infantry 
drill and weapons training with 9 mm 
pistols and M-16 rifles while building 
the discipline, teamwork, and resilience 
expected of future naval officers.

The United States Naval Academy 
annually selects a highly competitive 
class of students who have 
demonstrated exceptional academic 
achievement, leadership potential, 
athletic ability, and commitment to 
service. Upon successfully completing 
the academy’s four-year program, 
graduates are commissioned as officers 
in either the United States Navy or the 
United States Marine Corps.

Vinnedge’s appointment to the Naval 
Academy represents a significant 
accomplishment for both him and the 
Columbus Catholic community. As he 
begins his journey toward becoming a 
commissioned officer, he joins a long 
tradition of leaders dedicated to serving 
the nation.

The Naval Academy, located in 
Annapolis, Maryland, has prepared 
officers for naval service since 1845 and 
remains one of the country’s premier 
military institutions.

Pittsville Area Community 
Theater to Present Sherwood: The 
Adventures of Robin Hood This 
July

By David Murchland - Marshfield Now!

PITTSVILLE, Wis. — Adventure, 
comedy, and classic heroism will take 
center stage this summer as Pittsville 
Area Community Theater presents 
*Sherwood: The Adventures of 
Robin Hood*, a lively retelling of the 
legendary outlaw’s story by acclaimed 
playwright Ken Ludwig.

The production will be performed 
over two weekends, July 17–26, at 
the Pittsville Auditorium, offering 
audiences a fast-paced theatrical 
adventure filled with sword fights, 
romance, humor, and timeless themes 
of courage and friendship.

Ludwig’s adaptation brings a fresh and 
witty perspective to the beloved Robin 
Hood legend, following the famous 
outlaw and his merry band as they 
battle the power-hungry Prince John, 
the Sheriff of Nottingham, and Sir Guy 
of Gisbourne. Along the way, audiences 
can expect daring escapes, clever 
disguises, laugh-out-loud comedy, 
and heartfelt moments suitable for 
theatergoers of all ages.

Director Andrew Spencer said the 
production is designed to appeal to 
families and longtime theater fans alike.

“Ken Ludwig’s script combines 
swashbuckling action with modern wit 
and nonstop fun,” Spencer said. “It’s 
a perfect summer outing for families, 
theater lovers, and anyone looking for 
an entertaining evening.”



The production features a cast of local 
performers and promises imaginative 
staging that transports audiences 
into the heart of Sherwood Forest. 
Organizers say the show celebrates the 
enduring values of bravery, friendship, 
and standing up for what is right while 
delivering an entertaining theatrical 
experience.

Performances are scheduled for:

* Friday, July 17, at 7:30 p.m.
* Saturday, July 18, at 7:30 p.m.
* Sunday, July 19, at 2 p.m.
* Friday, July 24, at 7:30 p.m.
* Saturday, July 25, at 7:30 p.m.
* Sunday, July 26, at 2 p.m.

Advance tickets are available for $12, 
while tickets purchased at the door will 
be $15. Organizers encourage patrons 
to purchase tickets early, as strong 
attendance is expected.

Performances will be held at the 
Pittsville Auditorium, 5459 Elementary 
Ave., Pittsville.

Founded in 2003, Pittsville Area 
Community Theater is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing 
people of all ages with opportunities to 
participate in community theater and 
showcase their talents.

Additional information, including ticket 
details, can be found on the theater’s 
website at pittsvilletheater.org

Hillers’ Flag Tradition Continues 
to Honor Veterans Across Central 
Wisconsin

By David Murchland - Marshfield Now!

MARSHFIELD, Wis. — For nearly 
three decades, Phil and Jill Hiller have 
led one of Central Wisconsin’s most 
visible tributes to military veterans, 
placing thousands of American flags 
throughout Marshfield and surrounding 
communities each year in recognition 

of those who have served.

During a recent episode of Heroes from 
Home, host Tom Buttke visited Hiller’s 
Ace Hardware to discuss the long-
running tradition, which began with 
a simple idea and 3,000 flags. Today, 
the project has expanded far beyond 
Marshfield, reaching communities 
including Pittsville, Greenwood, Loyal, 
Neillsville, Colby, Auburndale, and 
other surrounding areas.

“When we ordered 3,000 flags, we asked 
ourselves how we were ever going to 
get them all put out,” Jill Hiller recalled. 
Family members, friends, employees, 
and volunteers came together to make it 
happen, creating what would become a 
cherished community tradition.

Over the years, the effort has grown 
significantly. What once relied 
primarily on family volunteers now 
includes community members of all 
ages who help place flags throughout 
neighborhoods, parks, and roadways 
ahead of patriotic holidays. Volunteers 
are encouraged to stop by the hardware 
store, pick up flags, and help cover 
designated areas at their convenience.

The Hillers continue to welcome 
new volunteers each year. While the 
project traditionally began with a large 
volunteer gathering on a Sunday, the 
effort has evolved to accommodate 
busy schedules. Community members 
can now assist throughout the week 
by taking on territories large or small, 
whether walking, biking, or simply 
enjoying an evening outdoors while 
helping honor veterans.

According to the Hillers, support from 
volunteers and local businesses has been 
essential to the program’s success. Many 

area sponsors contribute financially 
to help purchase and maintain flags, 
allowing the tribute to continue 
growing year after year.

The project carries special meaning for 
the Hiller family. Phil Hiller’s brothers 
served in the military, while Jill’s 
father was a veteran. Their personal 
connections to military service have 
helped fuel their commitment to 
honoring veterans throughout the 
region.

During the interview, Buttke praised 
the Hillers for their dedication, noting 
that the annual display has become a 
powerful symbol of appreciation for 
those who served. He encouraged 
residents not only to recognize 
veterans during patriotic holidays but 
throughout the year.

“If you know they’re a veteran, go up 
to them anytime and say thank you,” 
Buttke said. “They were away from their 
families, and that’s a big sacrifice.”

The numbers behind the effort are 
impressive. Phil Hiller estimated that 
the project now averages approximately 
10,000 flags each year. Over 30 years, 
that translates to roughly 300,000 flags 
displayed in honor of veterans across 
Central Wisconsin.

As the tradition continues, the Hillers 
say their greatest gratitude goes to 
the community members who have 
supported the effort over the years.

“We couldn’t do what we do without the 
community,” Jill Hiller said. “We’re very 
appreciative of everyone who helps and 
supports this cause.”

The annual flag display remains 
one of the area’s most enduring 
demonstrations of patriotism and 
appreciation for military service, 
reminding residents of the sacrifices 
made by veterans and their families 
while bringing communities together in 
a shared act of gratitude.
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